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Books

This season may be one of the best for 
book sales in a long time. With publish-
ers armed to the hilt with noted authors, 
they’re ready to pack bookseller shelves 
and readers’ arms with numerous titles. 
No matter what your favorite genre is, 
there’s something for you.

‘The Lost Symbol’ by Dan Brown
Doubleday, $29.95; available now

With more than 5 million books 
ordered for this long-awaited follow-up 

to “The DaVinci 
Code,” the No. 1 
best-selling novel 
of all time, “The 
Lost Symbol” is 
one of the most 
heavily anticipated 
books this year. 
The plot has been 
one of the publish-
ing world’s best-

kept secrets but with its release this 
week readers can stop imagining and 
start reading.

The book features a fast-paced plot 
involving the Freemasons that unfolds in 
12 hours. Symbologist Robert Langdon, 
hero of Brown’s last two novels, “Code” 
and the superior “Angels and Demons,” 
has been invited to the nation’s capital 
to help decipher an item found in the 
Capitol and encoded with five symbols. 
After Langdon’s mentor is kidnapped, 
he realizes that the only way to find him 
is to follow the mysterious trail the item 
inspires, and the search begins.

The opening chapter reads a bit stiffly 
and makes you feel as if you’ve been 
there, done that. Stay with it for at least 
three chapters. Just as in the last two 
Brown novels, readers can almost hear 
the scary music at the end of each chap-
ter, which will likely propel readers into 
many late nights of reading this 528-
page, page-turning romp. 

This is Carolina Weekly Newspapers’ 
October book club selection so be sure 
to come chat with us on Monday, Oct. 
26, at 7 p.m. at Barnes & Noble, Caro-
lina Place Mall.

‘True Compass’ by  
Sen. Edward Kennedy

Twelve, $35; available now
Another much-anticipated book came 

to bookstores this week. Sen. Edward 
Kennedy’s memoirs offer a searing, 
soul-searching inside look at an imper-
fect man and dutiful public servant. 
The book’s editor told “60 Minutes” 
that the completed book arrived at Ken-
nedy’s Massachusetts home the day he 
died but that he and wife, Vicky, had 
been working on 
it for the past two 
years. 

While the Ken-
nedy family’s 
caché as American 
royalty has been 
fading in recent 
years, the mem-
oir, the first of its 
kind, looks at the 
very personal story of this unique family. 
The most touching stories aren’t about 
the issues Kennedy championed, but 
more about the personal, heartwarm-
ing accounts of the senator, the young-
est of nine, and his parents and famous 
brothers, President John F. Kennedy 
and Sen. Bobby Kennedy.

You won’t find anything here about 
scandals such as Chappaquiddick that 
you probably didn’t know already. But 
what you will find is a view of one of the 
most fascinating Americans in recent 
times. q

‘Her Fearful Symmetry’ by Audrey Niffenegger
Scribner, $26.99; available Sept. 29

Dan Brown’s not the only author with an eagerly antici-
pated follow-up set to debut this month. Audrey Niffenegger, 
author of the much-beloved “Time Traveler’s Wife,” releases 
her first novel in six years, “Her Fearful Symmetry.” It’s a 
haunting story that follows the lives of American twin girls 
who move to London to live in an apartment left to them by 
their aunt. As these Chicago natives learn more about their 
apartment, which borders a cemetery, and its neighbors, the girls become part 
of a new ghostly world. It’s perfect reading for October’s cooler temps.

Best books 
for fall
Great new reads debut  
this month

by Alison Woo 
alison@thecharlotteweekly.com

Book club reminder
Carolina Weekly Newspaper Group’s 

Speaking Volumes book club will meet 
on Tuesday, Sept. 29, at 7 p.m. at Barnes 
& Noble, Carolina Place Mall to discuss 
Carlos Ruiz Zafon’s “The Shadow of the 
Wind.” RSVP by e-mailing bookclub@
carolinaweeklynewspapers.com.
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Visit Our Website To Get
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Companies & Download
Money Saving COUPONS!
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CHARLOTTE’S DIRECTORY OF TOP RATED BUSINESSES.

Best Air & Heating Company
BROTHERS HEATING AND AIR

Best Ballroom & Latin Dance Studio
DANCESPORT CAROLINA
Best Cabinet Refacing Company

CAROLINA CABINET REFACING
Best Chinese Restaurant:

WAN FU QUALITY CHINESE CUISINE
Best Chiropractic Care & Physical Therapy

DYNAMIC HEALTH CENTER
Best Cosmetic & Plastic Surgery

CENTER FOR COSMETIC & PLASTIC SURGERY
Best Custom Design Jeweler
DESIGNS BY SHIRLEE
Best General Dentistry Office

DR. BENJAMIN DYER, DDS
Best Electrical Contractor

EMF ELECTRIC
Best Event Planning Company

BLUEPRINTS FOR SUCCESSFUL EVENTS
Best Financial & Retirement Planning

HOBART FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.
Best Fitness Studio

CIARLA FITNESS
Best Florist

THE BLOSSOM SHOP FLORIST
Best Funeral Services

HERITAGE FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES
Best Granite & Marble Countertops

TILE COLLECTION
Best Gutters & Downspouts Company

THE GUTTER SHUTTER COMPANY
Best Health Foods Market

HEALTHY HOME MARKET
Best Hearing Aids
MIRACLE EAR
Best Home Builder

BROOKWOOD HOME BUILDERS
Best Home Guide (New Homes)
NEW HOMES JOURNAL

Best Home Remodeling Company
URBAN BUILDING GROUP

Best Home Theatre Store
ZOBO.TV

Best In-Home Care
CHARLOTTE CARE SERVICES, INC.

Best Insurance Agency - Home & Auto
MARDIROSIAN NORTON INSURANCE SERVICES

Best Interior Designer
INTERIORS BY DECORATING DEN

Best Jewelry & Watch Repair
JEWELRY & WATCH DOCTOR

Best Lighting Showroom
UNIQUE LIGHTING SHOWPLACE

Best Family Martial Arts Center
IMB FAMILY MARTIAL ARTS CENTER

Best Mexican Food - Burritos
PHAT BURRITO
Best Mobile DJ Service

DJ EXPRESS
Best New & Used Motorcycle Dealership

BMW-DUCATI-TRIUMPH MOTORCYCLES OF CLT
Best Optometrist

LEIGHTON EYE CLINIC
Best Orthodontics

BURROW & CASE ORTHODONTICS
Best Outdoor Outfitter

JESSE BROWN’S OUTDOOR
Best Residential Painting Contractor

W. SUMTER COX PAINTING CONTRACTORS

Best Pediatric Dentist
CHARLOTTE PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Best Personal Training Studio
1-ON-1 FITNESS TRAINING

Best Pest Control/Exterminating
ACTION PEST EXTERMINATING

Best Piano Instruction
ALLEGRO STUDIOS

Best Pizza Restaurant
PALONE’S PIZZA
Best Plumbing Company

ALL ABOUT THE PIPES PLUMBING
Best Real Estate Agent

BETTY RORIE, GRI
Best Residential Cleaning Service

MARSHALL CLEANING SERVICE
Best Retirement Community:

ALDERSGATE
Best Roofing Contractor

PINNACLE ROOFING & EXTERIORS, INC.
Best Seafood Restaurant

PIER 51 SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
Best Security Guards & Patrol

GUARD-ONE PROTECTIVE SERVICES
Best Storage Buildings

CUSTOM BUILDINGS
Best Supplemental Education/College Prep

TUTORING CLUB OF CHARLOTTE
Best Swim School & Lesson

CHARLOTTE SWIM ACADEMY
Best Tile Showroom & Installation
TILE COLLECTION, INC.

Best Tutoring Service
EARLY BIRD LEARNING, INC.

Best Veterinarian
COMMONWEALTH ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Best Vinyl Siding
WINDOW WORLD & SIDING COMPANY

Best Wedding Officiant
A WEDDING MINISTER

Best Weight Loss Clinic
MEDIWEIGHTLOSS CLINICS

Best Windows Company
WINDOW WORLD & SIDING COMPANY

Best Window Tinting Service (Home & Auto)
LIGHTNING MIKE’S WINDOW TINTING

BEST B2B BUSINESSES
Best Commercial Audio & Video Systems

AUDIO ETHICS, INC.
Best Business Barter Group

TRADEBANK OF CHARLOTTE
Best Commercial Real Estate Leasing Company

HOLDEN PROPERTIES
Best Courier Service

DASH COURIER SERVICE
Best Disaster Restoration Company, Commercial

ENVIRONMENTAL DIVERSIFIED SERVICES
Best Interpreter / Translator

FLUENT LANGUAGE SOLUTIONS
Best Insurance Wholesaler

FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE GROUP, INC.
Best Marketing & Advertising Agency

BURRIS CREATIVE
Best Sales Trainer

HENRICK’S CORP
Best Staffing Services

BENNETT-HALL COMPANY
Best Third Party Administrators

TUCKER ADMINISTRATORS, INC.

Looking For An Employee?  Looking For A Job?
BENNETT•HALL COMPANY CAN HELP!
We are Charlotte’s Best Staffing Company. If you need to
fill a temporary or long-term position, we can provide
you with highly qualified candidates so you don’t have to
waste your valuable time screening applicants.  You can
contact Bennett•Hall at 704-365-8802 or visit:
www.RatedBestOf Charlotte.com for more information.
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