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MOORESVILLE – Forty-five minutes 
is a long way to drive for a cup of coffee. 
But the men who come to Richard’s Cof-
fee Shop every Thursday don’t think so.

The place is also serves as a veterans 
museum, and if you visit on any given 
Thursday, you’ll find it packed wall to wall 
with veterans of World War II, Korea and 
Vietnam.

They share free coffee and conversation, 
and most of all, camaraderie. The shop 
was the brainchild of Richard Warren, a 
decorated Vietnam veteran who originally 
opened a couple of blocks away in 1995.

Warren died suddenly May 3.
Fortunately, a nonprofit group, Wel-

come Home Veterans, had been formed. 
Members took over the coffee shop locat-
ed at 128 S. Main Street, renaming it in 
Richard’s honor.

“Richard was very patriotic,” Lonnie 
Long, a Davidson resident and the group’s 
president said. More than 6,000 veterans 
have come through the doors since the 
shop first opened.

The new place had its “soft opening” 
July 4 – and 300 veterans attended, solely 
on word of mouth, Long said. “We’ve been 
open ever since.”

The coffee shop is open 8 a.m-3 p.m. 
Monday-Friday and 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Satur-
day.

“Every Thursday and Saturday, no mat-
ter how early I show up, there are folks 
waiting to get into the shop,” Long said.

Ralph Dagenhart, a Welcome Home 
Veterans board member, manages the 
shop. Cheryl Ann Leiner works for tips, 
functioning as a one-woman USO. She’s 
always ready with a hug, a smile, a kind 
word. The men adore her. “She makes 
everyone feel loved and welcome,” Long 
said.

The coffee shop is open to the public 
and is preparing to expand its offerings 
besides coffee and ready-made snacks. 
Board members also want to reach out to 
JROTC classes, middle school and high 
school history classes and families of de-
ployed service members.

Richard Warren felt like it never mat-
tered whether you served overseas in 
combat or stateside. His bottom line: You 
served, and you served proudly.

John Kirkman is a retired mail carrier 
who lives near Mooresville. He served in 
the Navy from 1968 to 1972.

“Just look at their faces,” Kirkman said 
of the men around him. “They’re smiling, 
they’re talking.”

The men most revere the group of World 
War II vets – there are 15 who come to the 
shop, according to Leiner.

Harry Hart, 95, of Mooresville, is one 
of the group’s senior members, as is J.D. 
Chamberlain, also of Mooresville, who 
turned 91 on Aug. 18.

Herb Knox, an 85-year-old Cornelius 
resident, is a WWII veteran who received 
the Distinguished Service Cross. He 
fought in Germany.

Len McCutcheon, 91, of Denver, 
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CHARLOTTE’S DIRECTORY OF TOP RATED BUSINESSES.

Best Ballroom & Latin Dance Studio
DANCESPORT CAROLINA
Best Cabinet Refacing Company

CAROLINA CABINET REFACING
Best Chinese Restaurant:

WAN FU QUALITY CHINESE CUISINE
Best Chiropractic Care & Physical Therapy

DYNAMIC HEALTH CENTER
Best Cosmetic & Plastic Surgery

CENTER FOR COSMETIC & PLASTIC SURGERY
Best Custom Design Jeweler
DESIGNS BY SHIRLEE
Best General Dentistry Office

DR. BENJAMIN DYER, DDS
Best Electrical Contractor

EMF ELECTRIC
Best Event Planning Company

BLUEPRINTS FOR SUCCESSFUL EVENTS
Best Financial & Retirement Planning

HOBART FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.
Best Fitness Studio

CIARLA FITNESS
Best Florist

THE BLOSSOM SHOP FLORIST
Best Funeral Services

HERITAGE FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES
Best Granite & Marble Countertops

TILE COLLECTION
Best Gutters & Downspouts Company

THE GUTTER SHUTTER COMPANY
Best Health Foods Market

HEALTHY HOME MARKET
Best Hearing Aids
MIRACLE EAR
Best Home Builder

BROOKWOOD HOME BUILDERS
Best Home Guide (New Homes)
NEW HOMES JOURNAL

Best Home Remodeling Company
URBAN BUILDING GROUP

Best Home Theatre Store
ZOBO.TV

Best In-Home Care
CHARLOTTE CARE SERVICES, INC.

Best Insurance Agency - Home & Auto
MARDIROSIAN NORTON INSURANCE SERVICES

Best Interior Designer
INTERIORS BY DECORATING DEN

Best Jewelry & Watch Repair
JEWELRY & WATCH DOCTOR

Best Lighting Showroom
UNIQUE LIGHTING SHOWPLACE

Best Family Martial Arts Center
IMB FAMILY MARTIAL ARTS CENTER

Best Mexican Food - Burritos
PHAT BURRITO
Best Mobile DJ Service

DJ EXPRESS
Best New & Used Motorcycle Dealership

BMW-DUCATI-TRIUMPH MOTORCYCLES OF CLT
Best Optometrist

LEIGHTON EYE CLINIC
Best Orthodontics

BURROW & CASE ORTHODONTICS
Best Outdoor Outfitter

JESSE BROWN’S OUTDOOR
Best Residential Painting Contractor

W. SUMTER COX PAINTING CONTRACTORS

Best Pediatric Dentist
CHARLOTTE PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Best Personal Training Studio
1-ON-1 FITNESS TRAINING

Best Pest Control/Exterminating
ACTION PEST EXTERMINATING

Best Pizza Restaurant
PALONE’S PIZZA
Best Plumbing Company

ALL ABOUT THE PIPES PLUMBING
Best Real Estate Agent

BETTY RORIE, GRI
Best Residential Cleaning Service

MARSHALL CLEANING SERVICE
Best Retirement Community:

ALDERSGATE
Best Roofing Contractor

PINNACLE ROOFING & EXTERIORS, INC.
Best Seafood Restaurant

PIER 51 SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
Best Security Guards & Patrol

GUARD-ONE PROTECTIVE SERVICES
Best Storage Buildings

CUSTOM BUILDINGS
Best Supplemental Education/College Prep

TUTORING CLUB OF CHARLOTTE
Best Swim School & Lesson

CHARLOTTE SWIM ACADEMY
Best Tile Showroom & Installation
TILE COLLECTION, INC.

Best Tutoring Service
EARLY BIRD LEARNING, INC.

Best Vinyl Siding
WINDOW WORLD & SIDING COMPANY

Best Wedding Officiant
A WEDDING MINISTER

Best Weight Loss Clinic
MEDIWEIGHTLOSS CLINICS

Best Windows Company
WINDOW WORLD & SIDING COMPANY

Best Window Tinting Service (Home & Auto)
LIGHTNING MIKE’S WINDOW TINTING

BEST B2B BUSINESSES
Best Commercial Audio & Video Systems

AUDIO ETHICS, INC.
Best Business Barter Group

TRADEBANK OF CHARLOTTE
Best Commercial Real Estate Leasing Company

HOLDEN PROPERTIES
Best Courier Service

DASH COURIER SERVICE
Best Disaster Restoration Company, Commercial

ENVIRONMENTAL DIVERSIFIED SERVICES
Best Interpreter / Translator

FLUENT LANGUAGE SOLUTIONS
Best Insurance Wholesaler

FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE GROUP, INC.
Best Marketing & Advertising Agency

BURRIS CREATIVE
Best Sales Trainer

HENRICK’S CORP
Best Staffing Services

BENNETT-HALL COMPANY
Best Third Party Administrators

TUCKER ADMINISTRATORS, INC.

Train With The Best To Achieve Your Fitness Goal
1-ON-1 FITNESS TRAINING
Whether you are just starting out in your fitness
endeavor or you’re a highly competitive athlete,
Coach Laura Schiltz and the trainers at 1-On-1
Fitness Training can help you achieve your goal. 
Call 704-377-2002 to schedule an appointment. For
more information visit: www.RatedBestOf Charlotte.com
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News

Fellowship draws 
vets to Richard’s

by Susan Shinn
news@huntersvilleherald.com

Veterans gather at Richard’s Coffee Shop in Mooresville on a recent Thursday morning be-
neath a large photograph of the shop’s founder Richard Warren. Warren opened the shop in 
1995 and died suddenly in May.
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(more on page 22)


