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Community

On July 24-25, 1,200 people from 24 states converged on Myers Park’s three-mile Booty Loop rais-
ing $875,000 to date in the eighth annual 24 Hours of Booty. The official 24-hour cycling event of 
the Lance Armstrong Foundation and the nation’s only 24-hour road-cycling charity event, 24 Hours 
of Booty has raised more than $3.5 million to help fight cancer in its eight-year history through the 
efforts of more than 6,000 riders of all ages and skill levels. More than 250 volunteers, including 20 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg police officers stationed along the course, made the event possible both on 
the loop and the campground and event area, “Bootyville,” on the Queens University of Charlotte 
athletic fields.

“We had a fantastic event this year and are thrilled about these preliminary (fundraising) num-
bers,” said 24 Hours of Booty’s Executive Director Basil Lyberg. “We are closing in at breaing the $1 
million mark as donations continue to come in for both the Charlotte and Columbia, Md., events.”

The next 24 Hours of Booty event will roll Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 26-27, at a relatively new “Booty 
Loop” at Gateway Business Park in Columbia, Md. Lyberg announced during the Myers Park event 
that the ride will expand to Atlanta in 2010. 

Myers Park charity cycling ride nets $875,000 so far, plans to expand to Atlanta in 2010
Booty still great at eight
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Look For The Rated Best
Logo When Choosing A
Local Business or Service.
Visit Our Website To Get
Information On The BEST
Companies & Download
Money Saving COUPONS!

www.RatedBestOfCharlotte.com
For Information About These Businesses & Valuable COUPONS, Visit
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CHARLOTTE’S DIRECTORY OF TOP RATED BUSINESSES.

Best General Automotive Repair
A & B AUTOMOTIVE

Best Ballroom & Latin Dance Studio
DANCESPORT CAROLINA
Best Cabinet Refacing Company

CAROLINA CABINET REFACING
Best Chinese Restaurant:

WAN FU QUALITY CHINESE CUISINE
Best Chiropractic Care & Physical Therapy

DYNAMIC HEALTH CENTER
Best Cosmetic & Plastic Surgery

CENTER FOR COSMETIC & PLASTIC SURGERY
Best Custom Design Jeweler
DESIGNS BY SHIRLEE
Best General Dentistry Office

DR. BENJAMIN DYER, DDS
Best Electrical Contractor

EMF ELECTRIC
Best Event Planning Company

BLUEPRINTS FOR SUCCESSFUL EVENTS
Best Financial & Retirement Planning

HOBART FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.
Best Fitness Studio

CIARLA FITNESS
Best Florist

THE BLOSSOM SHOP FLORIST
Best Funeral Services

HERITAGE FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES
Best Granite & Marble Countertops

TILE COLLECTION
Best Gutters & Downspouts Company

THE GUTTER SHUTTER COMPANY
Best Health Foods Market

HEALTHY HOME MARKET
Best Hearing Aids
MIRACLE EAR
Best Home Builder

BROOKWOOD HOME BUILDERS
Best Home Guide (New Homes)
NEW HOMES JOURNAL

Best Home Remodeling Company
URBAN BUILDING GROUP

Best Home Theatre Store
ZOBO.TV

Best In-Home Care
CHARLOTTE CARE SERVICES, INC.

Best Insurance Agency - Home & Auto
MARDIROSIAN NORTON INSURANCE SERVICES

Best Interior Designer
INTERIORS BY DECORATING DEN

Best Jewelry & Watch Repair
JEWELRY & WATCH DOCTOR

Best Lighting Showroom
UNIQUE LIGHTING SHOWPLACE

Best Family Martial Arts Center
IMB FAMILY MARTIAL ARTS CENTER

Best Mexican Food - Burritos
PHAT BURRITO
Best Mobile DJ Service

DJ EXPRESS
Best New & Used Motorcycle Dealership

BMW-DUCATI-TRIUMPH MOTORCYCLES OF CLT
Best Optometrist

LEIGHTON EYE CLINIC
Best Orthodontics

BURROW & CASE ORTHODONTICS
Best Outdoor Outfitter

JESSE BROWN’S OUTDOOR

Best Residential Painting Contractor
W. SUMTER COX PAINTING CONTRACTORS

Best Pediatric Dentist
CHARLOTTE PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Best Personal Training Studio
1-ON-1 FITNESS TRAINING

Best Pest Control/Exterminating
ACTION PEST EXTERMINATING

Best Pizza Restaurant
PALONE’S PIZZA
Best Plumbing Company

ALL ABOUT THE PIPES PLUMBING
Best Real Estate Agent

BETTY RORIE, GRI
Best Residential Cleaning Service

MARSHALL CLEANING SERVICE
Best Retirement Community:

ALDERSGATE
Best Roofing Contractor

PINNACLE ROOFING & EXTERIORS, INC.
Best Seafood Restaurant

PIER 51 SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
Best Security Guards & Patrol

GUARD-ONE PROTECTIVE SERVICES
Best Storage Buildings

CUSTOM BUILDINGS
Best Supplemental Education/College Prep

TUTORING CLUB OF CHARLOTTE
Best Swim School & Lesson

CHARLOTTE SWIM ACADEMY
Best Tile Showroom & Installation
TILE COLLECTION, INC.

Best Tutoring Service
EARLY BIRD LEARNING, INC.

Best Vinyl Siding
WINDOW WORLD & SIDING COMPANY

Best Wedding Officiant
A WEDDING MINISTER

Best Weight Loss Clinic
MEDIWEIGHTLOSS CLINICS

Best Windows Company
WINDOW WORLD & SIDING COMPANY

Best Window Tinting Service (Home & Auto)
LIGHTNING MIKE’S WINDOW TINTING

BEST B2B BUSINESSES
Best Commercial Audio & Video Systems

AUDIO ETHICS, INC.
Best Business Barter Group

TRADEBANK OF CHARLOTTE
Best Commercial Real Estate Leasing Company

HOLDEN PROPERTIES
Best Courier Service

DASH COURIER SERVICE
Best Disaster Restoration Company, Commercial

ENVIRONMENTAL DIVERSIFIED SERVICES
Best Interpreter / Translator

FLUENT LANGUAGE SOLUTIONS
Best Insurance Wholesaler

FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE GROUP, INC.
Best Marketing & Advertising Agency

BURRIS CREATIVE
Best Sales Trainer

HENRICK’S CORP
Best Staffing Services

BENNETT-HALL COMPANY
Best Third Party Administrators

TUCKER ADMINISTRATORS, INC.

Charlotte’s BEST Pizza
SPOIL YOURSELF AT PALONES PIZZA
Offering age-old tradition and timeless recipes that
have been passed down for generations.  Palone’s
menu is vast and impressive and you can’t find better
pizza. Conveniently located at 8133 Ardrey Kell Rd.
Call 704-708-5200 For More information or visit:
www.RatedBestOf Charlotte.com
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Boys & Girls Clubs announce 
$100,000 challenge grant

On July 28, The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Charlotte 
announced that an anonymous donor has awarded the Boys & Girls Clubs a 
$100,000 challenge grant in response to the United Way’s 45 percent budget 
reduction ($310,000). Two or more clubs will close in 60 days if the additional 
$210,000 isn’t raised. The club closings would affect nearly 700 area school-age 
children. The $100,000 challenge grant has a Sept. 10 deadline.

“I think it’s going to go well,” Shelley Spellios, The Salvation Army’s public rela-
tions director said July 28 of the recently announced grant challenge. “We know 
the Charlotte community will support us to keep these kids in a safe place after 
school and also during the summer.”

Spellios stressed that if the challenge grant isn’t met and clubs are forced to 
close, hundreds of children will be left without a safe, affordable place to go after 
school each day. “Our clubs cost each member $5 per year. Most of our children 
come from single-parent families. And two of our clubs are located in Charlotte 
Housing Authority projects where the family cannot make over $7,000 a year – so 
the annual income is $7,000 or less,” she said. 

“Our clubs offer a good place for kids to go during those danger hours when 
kids are most vulnerable to violent crime, between 2 and 7 p.m. They also provide 
homework help in addition to activities.”

Founded in Charlotte in 1935 on North Poplar Street, the Boys & Girls Clubs 
today operate seven local clubs that serve 2,105 school-age children. Programs 
include academics, recreation, the arts, character and leadership, and health and 
life skills. A division of The Salvation Army of Greater Charlotte, the clubs operate 
in diverse local locations, from Charlotte Housing Authority sites, to Davidson, to 
the nation’s only club located in a homeless shelter at The Salvation Army Center 
of Hope on Spratt Street.

To make a donation, mail it to Boys & Girls Clubs, P.O. Box 31128, Charlotte, 
NC 28231. Make checks payable to the Boys & Girls Clubs. q


